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Thank you so much for your interest in supporting Power To Be. We are a strong 
believer in the power of partnership and know that great things are possible 
when people work together. That’s where you come in. Every dollar raised has 
lasting impact in our community and we would love to hear your ideas.

In this Toolkit you will learn about Power To Be, how you can help, and in turn, 
how we can assist you, including a planning checklist to get you started. You 
can also access our Information Request Form on our website. Once you have 
submitted your fundraising idea with Power To Be you can expect to hear from 
us within two business days. 

You belong at Power To Be, and everyone belongs in nature, so let’s get started!

Our impact and mission
Power To Be is an inspiring organization that empowers people living with a 
barrier or disability to explore their limitless abilities through inclusive adventures 
rooted in nature. We believe physical activity and time outdoors is paramount 
to health and happiness, and that no one should be excluded from nature, 
recreation or community. We remove barriers by providing equipment, caring 
staff and volunteers, and program subsidies to ensure finances are never a 
barrier to adventure. 

Working to remove cognitive, physical, social barriers to the outdoors, we 
support participants to explore who they are and what they are capable of 
with the caring support of our staff, volunteers, and each other. With programs 
offered through Adaptive Recreation and Wilderness School, we offer 
opportunities for people to connect and build confidence, year-round. 

Get in touch
If you have any questions, 

please contact Jodi Gaiser, 
Power To Be Advancement 

Coordinator, at  250-385-2363 
or jgaiser@powertobe.ca  
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This map is a representative depiction of program opportunities.

– YEAR –
FOUNDED 

1998
PARTICIPANTS 

– SERVED –

1,178
PROGRAMS 
DELIVERED

427
IN 2016IN 2016

Adaptive Recreation
VANCOUVER AND VICTORIA

Wilderness School 
VICTORIA

We have an ability-centred approach 
and strongly believe that adventures 
in nature improve quality of life and 
should be accessible to everyone.

Inclusive, nature-based adventures for people aged seven and up who live 
with a barrier or disability.

Three-year cohort-based program for youth in Grades 8-10 who live with 
financial and/or social barriers, focused on building confidence, providing 
positive mentorship, and developing wilderness skills.

16%
Child | ≤12 

46%
Youth | 13-24

38%
Parents/Adults | ≥ 25

|  AGE DEMOGRAPHICS  | |  POPULATIONS SERVED  | 

25% Autism 
Spectrum

9% Medical 
Illness

19% Cognitive

15% Youth at Risk

9% Mental 
Health

7% Family 
Support

4% Acquired 
Brain Injury6% Physical 

Disability
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What is a third party fundraiser?
Third party fundraisers are an event or initiative organized by an individual, 
company, or community organization that is not an official Power To Be event but 
benefits Power To Be’s work, people, and participants. Acting independently and 
with Power To Be’s approval, third party fundraisers are an important resource for 
raising funds and increasing awareness of the organization. 

Why we need your support
Community connection is at the core of what we do and you can play an important 
role in strengthening that by organizing a third party fundraiser in support of 
Power To Be. These events and initiatives are a great way to broaden our support 
base, increase awareness about the opportunities we offer, and inspire people 
within your own network to support something you are passionate about.

What we do with your support 
We pride ourselves in putting philanthropic dollars to good work. We are not 
a summer camp offering a one-time-only experience per year and we make 
an effort to provide ongoing services to those we support. Unlike many other 
programs and services, participants don’t age out of our programs. Your 
support ensures adventures are accessible to them for as long as they want 
or need them. We’re proud that 100 per cent of our programs are subsidized, 
ensuring that finances are never a barrier to participating.

Did you know?
For every dollar invested in 

fundraising, we return $3.60 
to support our mission.
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How we can support you
We are in the business of supporting people and that extends to you! From 
helping you form your initial idea to supporting your planning and donor follow 
up, we look forward to working with you in support of Power To Be. 

Depending on your idea, here are some ways we can help: 

PLANNING: You will have access to a Power To Be staff member to answer 
questions and provide fundraising and planning support. We’ll also help you 
refine your idea to ensure it is aligned with our organizational values and our 
community.

IMPLEMENTATION: We can provide fundraising tools such as pledge forms, 
revenue tracking form, planning checklist, and custom online fundraising pages. 

PROMOTION: You will have access to a Proudly Supporting Power To Be logo, 
materials to support your fundraising efforts such as rack cards, buttons and 
stickers, and quick facts and stats to help you convey the impact of Power To 
Be in your community. Depending on your event, there may also be additional 
opportunities for social media shout outs and promotion on the  
Power To Be website. 

POST-EVENT: You will be responsible for ensuring your supporters are thanked 
and donations are submitted to Power To Be, however, we are here to help you 
with any questions about the process. 

Sources of  
revenue >

Distribution of  
expenses >

DISTRIBUTION 
OF EXPENSES

 62.2%

Program 
Investment

 30.2%

Fundraising 
Investment

 7.6%

General and 
Administration

SOURCES OF REVENUE

 1.9%

Individuals

1.1%

Other1.5%

Program 
Fees8.4%

Corporations

55.2%

Foundations31.9%

Fundraising 
Events
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Fundraising ideas
Fundraisers come in many forms and we welcome your ideas. Whether you are 
looking to bring people together for an event, host an online initiative or bring a 
new idea to the table, we encourage you to get creative. 

EVENT EXAMPLES:

> Bring the community together: Organize a barbecue, car wash, 
lemonade sale, bake sale, garage sale, walk-a-thon, run, race, etc. 

> Turn your passion into a purpose: Host a yoga class or hiking group by 
donation, plan a kayaking event, organize a dinner, etc. 

> Challenge yourself: Collect pledges to try and break a record, swim 
across a lake, climb a mountain, etc.

> Challenge others: Host a tournament in any number of activities from golf 
to ping pong. 

INITIATIVE EXAMPLES:

> Ask people to donate to Power To Be in lieu of gifts for your birthday or 
wedding.

> Inspire giving in your workplace with casual days by donation, payroll 
deductions, monthly giving, corporate matching programs etc.

> Encourage philanthropy at school with classroom challenges. 

> Leverage your network with retail or restaurant campaigns that give partial 
proceeds from an item in your store or an item on your food menu to 
Power To Be. You can also ask customers if they would like to add a small 
donation to their total.
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Planning checklist
You’ve got an idea. We’ve got the support. Philanthropy should be inspiring 
work and we have compiled a checklist to get you started in your planning.  
After you have reviewed this checklist, fill out the Information Request Form and 
we will get in touch with you to propel ideas into action. 

Every donation makes a meaningful difference to our organization. Together we 
can turn possibility into reality. 

STEP 1 – CHECK OUT OUR RESOURCES

> Information Request Form: Use this form to solidify your idea and  
apply to host an event or initiative.

> Pledge Form: Use this form to track in-person donations and  
tax receipt requests.

> Revenue and Expense Tracker: Use this form to keep track of money 
related to your event.

> Solicitation Letter: Use this form to support your donations and  
gift in-kind asks.

STEP 2 – DEVELOP A PLAN 

> Is your fundraising going to be event or initiative based?

> What type of event or initiative works best for you? 

> Where can you host your event (in person or online)? 

> What is your fundraising goal?

> How will you raise money?

> How are you going to promote your fundraising?

> Do you need a committee to help you plan?

> Do you require any licenses? (i.e. gaming, event, FOODSAFE, etc.)
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> Is your idea in line with Power To Be’s values?

Respect: Practicing inclusiveness and appreciation of everyone.

Integrity: Building trust through accountability.

Innovation: Creating opportunities to grow and sustain Power To Be’s 
impact of excellence.

STEP 3 – SHARE YOUR FUNDRAISING IDEA WITH POWER TO BE

> Complete and submit our Information Request Form to Jodi Gaiser,  
Power To Be Advancement Coordinator, at jgaiser@powertobe.ca.

> We will aim to contact you within two business days following  
your submission. 

STEP 4 – SET YOUR FUNDRAISING GOAL

> Setting a goal is important to give direction to your cause and help your 
donors feel encouraged to give. Every dollar raised makes a difference for 
our participants, so aim high.

> That being said, make your goal realistic too. Exceeding your goal is 
always more satisfying than not reaching it.

> Talk to us about successful fundraisers people have hosted in the past.

STEP 5 – PLAN FOR EXPENSES 

> Make a list of supplies, rentals, and items you will need for your 
fundraising efforts with associated costs.

> Use the Power To Be supplied solicitation letter from our website to source 
donations for above items.

> Please discuss expectations around expenses for your event/initiative with 
us and use the Revenue and Expense Tracker Form as a guiding tool.

STEP 6 – COLLECT DONATIONS

> Online: Power To Be can support you in setting up an online fundraising 
page. Online fundraising can increase your fundraising success and 
make it easier for your guests and participants to donate to your cause. 

> In person: Use the pledge form to collect cash or cheque donations and 
track donations coming in for those wanting tax receipts. Power To Be 
needs specific donor information to issue a tax receipt to eligible donors 
and any donation more than $20 is eligible. 

Plan ahead
You may incur expenses 

while planning your 
fundraising so it is best to 

plan ahead and think about 
ways you can offset or 

lessen these costs. 



Fundraising Support Toolkit  |  10  

STEP 7 – CELEBRATE AND SHARE

> We want to hear about your fundraising successes and stories.  
Please share stories and photos with us along the way by emailing your 
Power To Be representative. 

> Get social! Channels such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 
YouTube are great places to promote and celebrate the success of your 
fundraising. This can also help encourage others to support Power To Be 
with creative fundraising ideas. Be sure to tag Power To Be in your posts

STEP 8 – THANK YOUR PARTICIPANTS AND DONORS

> A thank you goes a long way. Be sure to thank all participants, sponsors 
and donors as soon as possible for their generous contributions to your 
fundraising. This is a great opportunity to update them on your overall 
fundraising success and remind them of how their support will help 
people in their own community. If there is someone who went above and 
beyond in their support, let us know so we can thank them too.

STEP 9 – SUBMIT FUNDS RAISED

> Use the Donation Tracker Form to communicate your donors’ tax 
receipting needs from in person donations.

> Submit your fundraising proceeds within 60 days of the completion of  
your event/ initiative. Please note that receipts are issued for the year 
Power To Be receives the donation in.

> Your Donation Tracker and any cheques can be arranged for pick-up or 
drop-off with your local Power To Be representative.

> Make sure cheques are payable to Power To Be. All cash should be 
dropped off in-person to your local office.

Victoria: 
Power To Be 
Attn: Third Party Fundraising 
1017 Fort Street 
Victoria, B.C., V8V 3K5

 
Thank you for your support! Your efforts create opportunity and together we can 
redefine ability. We look forward to working with you. 

Vancouver: 
Power To Be 
Attn: Third Party Fundraising 
182 Pemberton Ave. 
Vancouver, B.C., V7P 2R5


